
Unlock the Secrets of Harmony: Descriptions,
Voicings, and Examples for Commonly Heard
Chords
In the vast world of music, chords serve as the building blocks of harmony,
providing the foundation for melodies and shaping the overall sonic
landscape. Understanding different types of chords and their voicings is
crucial for musicians of all levels, as it empowers them to create richer,
more expressive compositions and performances.

This comprehensive guide delves into the realm of commonly heard
chords, offering a detailed analysis of their descriptions, voicings, and real-
world examples. By mastering this knowledge, musicians can expand their
harmonic vocabulary, enhance their arrangements, and elevate their
musical prowess.
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A chord is a set of three or more notes played simultaneously. Each note
possesses a specific pitch, and the combination of these pitches forms the
chord's unique sound. Understanding the different types of chords is
essential for deciphering their harmonic function and aesthetic qualities.

Major ChordsMajor chords are characterized by their bright, uplifting sound.
They consist of a root note, a major third above the root, and a perfect fifth
above the root. The interval between the root and the major third is four
semitones, while the interval between the major third and the perfect fifth is
three semitones.

Minor ChordsMinor chords, on the other hand, evoke a sense of sadness
or melancholy. They differ from major chords in that the interval between
the root and the third is a minor third, spanning three semitones. The
perfect fifth above the root remains the same.

Dominant Seventh ChordsDominant seventh chords add a sense of
tension and movement to a progression. They consist of a root note, a
major third, a perfect fifth, and a minor seventh above the root. The interval
between the root and the minor seventh is ten semitones, creating a
dissonant sound that often resolves to a major or minor chord.

Other Common ChordsBeyond major, minor, and dominant seventh
chords, there are numerous other types of chords commonly used in music,
including suspended chords, augmented chords, diminished chords, and
extended chords. Each type offers its own unique harmonic flavor,
enriching the composer's palette.

Chord Voicings



While the pitches in a chord remain the same, the arrangement of those
pitches can vary significantly. This is known as a chord voicing. The voicing
of a chord determines its overall timbre and impact within a composition.

Root Position VoicingsIn root position voicings, the root note is placed at
the lowest pitch. This provides a solid foundation for the chord and is often
the most straightforward voicing to use.

InversionsInversions occur when the root note is not the lowest pitch in the
chord. By moving the root up an octave or more, different voicings are
created. First inversions place the third in the bass, second inversions
place the fifth in the bass, and third inversions place the seventh in the
bass (for seventh chords).

Close and Open VoicingsClose voicings arrange the chord members in a
narrow pitch range, while open voicings spread the notes out across a
wider span. Close voicings create a more compact and intimate sound,
while open voicings provide clarity and separation.

Voicing ConsiderationsWhen selecting a chord voicing, factors such as the
instrumentation, the desired harmonic effect, and the overall musical
context should be taken into account. A thorough understanding of different
voicings empowers musicians to craft arrangements that are both effective
and expressive.

Chord Examples

To fully grasp the concepts discussed above, it is essential to explore real-
world examples of commonly heard chords.

Major Chords



- C major: C (root),E (major third),G (perfect fifth) - G major: G (root),B
(major third),D (perfect fifth) - D major: D (root),F# (major third),A (perfect
fifth)

Minor Chords

- C minor: C (root),Eb (minor third),G (perfect fifth) - G minor: G (root),Bb
(minor third),D (perfect fifth) - D minor: D (root),F (minor third),A (perfect
fifth)

Dominant Seventh Chords

- C7: C (root),E (major third),G (perfect fifth),Bb (minor seventh) - G7: G
(root),B (major third),D (perfect fifth),F (minor seventh) - D7: D (root),F#
(major third),A (perfect fifth),C (minor seventh)

Other Common Chords

- Csus2: C (root),D (major second),G (perfect fifth) - Gaug: G (root),A
(augmented second),D (perfect fifth) - Ddim: D (root),F (minor third),Ab
(diminished fifth) - C6: C (root),E (major third),G (perfect fifth),A (added
sixth)

Understanding the descriptions, voicings, and examples of commonly
heard chords is an invaluable asset for musicians seeking to expand their
harmonic knowledge and elevate their compositions. By mastering this
essential aspect of music theory, musicians can unlock a world of
expressive possibilities, creating arrangements that captivate audiences
and leave a lasting impression.

Whether you are a budding musician just starting to explore chords or a
seasoned professional looking to refine your harmonic skills, this guide



provides a comprehensive resource for expanding your musical horizons.
Embrace the power of chords and let their captivating sounds enrich your
creative endeavors.
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