The First 50 Years International Library of
African Studies: A Landmark Publication

The International Library of African Studies (ILAS) is one of the most
prestigious and influential book series in the field of African studies.
Founded in 1956, ILAS has published over 500 books on a wide range of
topics, including history, politics, economics, sociology, anthropology, and
literature. ILAS books are renowned for their high quality and scholarly
rigor, and they have played a major role in shaping the field of African
studies.

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of ILAS, Oxford University Press and
Bloomsbury Publishing have co-published a special volume entitled The
First 50 Years: International Library of African Studies. This volume brings
together essays from some of the most distinguished scholars in the field,
who reflect on the history and impact of ILAS. The essays cover a wide
range of topics, including the origins of ILAS, the evolution of the series
over time, and the impact of ILAS books on the field of African studies.
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The First 50 Years is a landmark publication that celebrates the
achievements of ILAS and its contributions to the field of African studies.
The volume is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of African
studies and the role of books in shaping the field.

The Origins of ILAS

ILAS was founded in 1956 by John Ralph Willis, a British historian who was
a professor at the University of London. Willis was a pioneer in the field of
African studies, and he believed that there was a need for a high-quality
book series that would publish the best scholarship on Africa.

Willis's vision for ILAS was to create a series that would be both scholarly
and accessible. He wanted ILAS books to be written by leading scholars in
the field, but he also wanted them to be written in a clear and engaging
style that would appeal to a wide range of readers.

Willis's vision for ILAS was realized in the first book in the series, The
Peoples of Africa, which was published in 1957. This book was a
groundbreaking work that provided a comprehensive overview of the
history and culture of the African continent. The book was a critical and
commercial success, and it helped to establish ILAS as a leading publisher
in the field of African studies.

The Evolution of ILAS

ILAS has evolved over time to meet the changing needs of the field of
African studies. In the early years, the series focused primarily on history
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and politics. However, over time, the series has expanded to include a
wider range of topics, including economics, sociology, anthropology, and
literature.

ILAS has also evolved in terms of its geographical scope. In the early
years, the series focused primarily on sub-Saharan Africa. However, over
time, the series has expanded to include books on North Africa and the
African diaspora.

Despite these changes, ILAS has remained committed to its original
mission of publishing high-quality scholarship on Africa. ILAS books
continue to be written by leading scholars in the field, and they continue to
be written in a clear and engaging style that appeals to a wide range of
readers.

The Impact of ILAS

ILAS has had a major impact on the field of African studies. ILAS books
have helped to shape the way that scholars think about Africa, and they
have played a major role in disseminating knowledge about Africa to a
wider audience.

ILAS books have been used in classrooms around the world, and they
have been cited by scholars in countless books and articles. ILAS books
have also been translated into a wide range of languages, and they have
been read by people all over the world.

ILAS is a truly global book series that has made a major contribution to the
field of African studies. The series has published over 500 books on a wide
range of topics, and it has played a major role in shaping the way that



scholars think about Africa. ILAS is a must-have for any library that collects
books on Africa.

The First 50 Years: A Landmark Publication

The First 50 Years: International Library of African Studies is a landmark
publication that celebrates the achievements of ILAS and its contributions
to the field of African studies. The volume brings together essays from
some of the most distinguished scholars in the field, who reflect on the
history and impact of ILAS. The essays cover a wide range of topics,
including the origins of ILAS, the evolution of the series over time, and the
impact of ILAS books on the field of African studies.

The First 50 Years is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of

African
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Unlocking the Secrets of the Mind: Brain
Mapping Indications and Techniques

The human brain, a intricate and mesmerizing organ, holds the key to our
thoughts, emotions, and actions. Understanding its complexities has...

Novel of Misconception, Truth, and Love: A
Journey of Transformation

Unraveling the Lies We Tell Ourselves Like a winding labyrinth,
misconceptions ensnare us, distorting our perception of reality. This
captivating novel...
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