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In recent years, the rise of illiberalism has been a concerning trend in many
parts of the world, and Central and Eastern Europe has been no exception.
In countries such as Hungary and Poland, democratic institutions have
been weakened, and the rule of law has been eroded. This has raised
concerns about the future of democracy in the region.

This article will explore the factors that have contributed to the rise of
illiberalism in Central and Eastern Europe, with a focus on Hungary and
Poland. We will examine the role of historical factors, economic conditions,
and political opportunism in the rise of illiberal regimes in these countries.
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Historical Factors

The historical experiences of Central and Eastern Europe have played a
significant role in shaping the region's political landscape. The legacy of
communism and the transition to democracy have both left their mark on
the political culture of the region.

In many Central and Eastern European countries, the communist era was
characterized by a lack of democracy, limited individual freedoms, and a
heavy-handed state. This experience has left a lasting distrust of
government and democratic institutions in some parts of the region.

The transition to democracy in the 1990s was a difficult and uneven
process. In some countries, democratic institutions were quickly
established and consolidated. In others, however, the transition was more
chaotic and led to political instability.

The legacy of communism and the challenges of the transition to
democracy have created fertile ground for the rise of illiberalism in Central
and Eastern Europe. Illiberal leaders have been able to exploit these
historical experiences to gain support for their anti-democratic agendas.

Economic Conditions

Economic conditions have also played a role in the rise of illiberalism in
Central and Eastern Europe. The global financial crisis of 2008 had a
devastating impact on the economies of many countries in the region.

The economic crisis led to high unemployment, poverty, and social unrest.
This created a sense of insecurity and a loss of faith in the existing political
Free Download. Illiberal leaders have been able to tap into this discontent



to gain support for their promises of stability and a return to traditional
values.

Political Opportunism

In addition to historical factors and economic conditions, political
opportunism has also contributed to the rise of illiberalism in Central and
Eastern Europe. Illiberal leaders have been able to exploit the weaknesses
of democratic institutions and the public's dissatisfaction with the status quo
to gain power.

In some cases, illiberal leaders have used populist rhetoric to appeal to
voters' fears and prejudices. They have promised to restore national pride,
protect traditional values, and crack down on immigration. This message
has resonated with many voters who feel that they have been left behind by
the forces of globalization.

In other cases, illiberal leaders have used more subtle tactics to
consolidate their power. They have gradually eroded democratic
institutions, weakened the rule of law, and marginalized their political
opponents.

The Case of Hungary

Hungary is a prime example of the rise of illiberalism in Central and Eastern
Europe. Under the leadership of Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, Hungary has
undergone a significant democratic backsliding in recent years.

Orbán has weakened the independence of the judiciary, curtailed press
freedom, and cracked down on civil society organizations. He has also
used anti-immigrant and anti-EU rhetoric to consolidate his power.



Orbán's illiberal regime has been a cause for concern for the European
Union and other international organizations. The EU has launched
infringement procedures against Hungary for violating the rule of law.
However, Orbán has thus far been able to withstand international pressure.

The Case of Poland

Poland is another country in Central and Eastern Europe that has
experienced a rise of illiberalism in recent years. Under the leadership of
the Law and Justice party, Poland has taken steps to weaken the
independence of the judiciary, limit press freedom, and restrict the rights of
women and LGBT people.

The Law and Justice party has also used anti-immigrant and anti-EU
rhetoric to consolidate its power. It has promised to defend Poland from the
threat of Islam and to resist the imposition of EU values.

The rise of illiberalism in Poland has also been a cause for concern for the
European Union. The EU has launched infringement procedures against
Poland for violating the rule of law. However, the Law and Justice party has
thus far been able to withstand international pressure.

The rise of illiberalism in Central and Eastern Europe is a serious threat to
democracy in the region. Illiberal leaders have been able to exploit
historical factors, economic conditions, and political opportunism to gain
power and consolidate their rule.

The international community must continue to pressure illiberal regimes in
Central and Eastern Europe to uphold the rule of law and protect



democratic institutions. The future of democracy in the region depends on
it.
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